
ALL-SAFE Trocar Placement: Psychomotor Skills Assessment 
Tasks Yes No Comments 
Makes appropriately sized skin incision for supplied trocar in 
supraumbilical skin 

   

Dissects through subcutaneous tissue to fascia with scissors    

Grasps and elevates fascia with clamp     
Sharply enters fascia with blade (do not use 11 blade)    
Avoids cutting through rectus muscle    
Grasps and elevates peritoneum with forceps or clamps    
Avoids grasping bowel when elevating peritoneum    
Sharply enters peritoneum with blade or scissors    
Performs adequate finger sweep marked by learner showing lipstick 
on glove 

   

Places suture on both sides of fascia leaving strands long enough to 
tie 

   

Places port into peritoneal cavity and adequately secures with 
suture 

   

Avoids injury to bowel (shows intact bowel at end of procedure)    

Global 

Respect for 
Tissue 

1 
Frequently used 

unnecessary force 
on tissue or caused 

damage by 
inappropriate use of 

instruments 

2 3 
Careful handling of 
tissue/occasionally 
caused inadvertent 

damage 

4 5 
Consistently handled 

tissue 
appropriately with 

minimal 
damage 

Economy of 
Time and 
Motion 

1 
Many unnecessary / 

disorganized 
movements 

2 3 
Organized time / 
motion, but some 

unnecessary 
movements 

4 5 
Economy of 

movements and 
maximum efficiency 

Instrument 
Handling 

1 
Repeatedly made 

tentative or 
awkward moves 
with instruments 

2 3 
Competent use of 

instruments/occasionally appeared 
stiff or 

awkward 

4 5 
Fluid moves with 

instruments 
and no awkwardness 

Flow of 
Operation 

1 
Frequently stopped 

operating and 
seemed unsure of 

next move 

2 3 
Demonstrated ability 
for forward planning 

with steady 
progression of 

operative procedure 

4 5 
Obviously planned 

course of 
operation with 
effortless flow 

from one move to next 

Overall 
Performance 

1 
Undeveloped 

2 3 
Competent 

4 5 
Master 

Final Rating: Does this participant demonstrate 
competency? (choose only one) 
 
     Yes                  Borderline         No 

 

Other Summative Comments: 

 


